
1

BigBlueButton Virtual Classroom and Video 
Conferencing Suite
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Topics to be covered:

• Screen sharing

• How to get best viewing window in screen share mode

Outline
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BBB is a virtual classroom:

• It is an “enclosed digital space” meaning other browser tabs, 

other software, etc. is not displayed (privacy)

• So in the standard format you’ll only view internal panels A-D

BBB: Screen Sharing
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But what if the presenter wants to show you external content?

Solution: Screen sharing, which shows their entire screen (not just 

panels A-D)

The rest of this document will show you:

• The difference you’ll see when entering a BBB virtual class with 

screen sharing

• How to maximize the viewing area (aka “view port”) in screen 

sharing mode

BBB: Screen Sharing
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When entering a screen shared session you see a window overlaying 

the normal A-D panel layout (outlined here in red):

Difference Upon Entering
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First click on the “maximize” tab on the top right of the share screen 

window

Maximizing The View Port
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This hides the standard A-D panel because the screen share window is 

maximized (i.e., covers them)

Maximizing The View Port
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Next toggle on “full screen” at the bottom right of the BBB session

Maximizing The View Port



9

The screen will now look like this (identical to the standard A-D panels)

Maximizing The View Port
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The difference is if the presenter goes outside of the BBB session that 

material still shows up, like this…..

Maximizing The View Port
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Depending on what materials your presenter wants to show you:

• You may only see the standard A-D panels, which covers

• A: List of users (inc. status)

• B: Webcams

• C: Presentation slides (for a slides only lecture)

• D: Messaging panel (with public and private messaging)

• Alternatively, you may be shown screen sharing, which

• Covers the standard A-D layout

• Plus external content from presenter’s entire screen

THANKS!

Summary


